
 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 

   

8:45 AM Worship 

 

10:00 AM Sunday School 

 

11:00 AM Worship 

    

Inside this Issue: 

Outreach/Missions 1 

Youth News 2      

Music News 2 

Stewardship 3 

Announcements 4                           

                 

Sundays in March     (insert)              

UMW                          (insert) 

UMM                          (insert) 

Children’s Ministry   (insert) 

Calendar                    (insert)     

Birthdays                   (insert) 

   

The Members of  Orange 

UMC are its ministers.  The 

staff who assist them in their 

work are:   

• Graham Arp                                         

 Youth Director 

 

• Anne Chandler 

 Administrative Assistant 

 

• Dee Smithwick 

 Custodian 

 

• Jennifer Smithwick   

          Children’s Director 

 

• Joy Turner 

 Music Director 

 

• Max Vincent 

 Pastor 

MARCH 2009 

The Orange Branch 
  Orange United Methodist Church 

The following verse is found 

in Matthew 5:16:  “Even so, 

let your light shine before 

others; that they may see 

your good works, and glorify 

your Father who is in 

heaven.”  

So, the purpose of all of our 

good deeds, good works, ef-

forts, whatever we do with 

each other, for each other, 

and to each other is to glo-

rify the heavenly Father.  In 

that spirit, we have started 

a monthly local mission pro-

ject effort where we are 

gathering together one Sat-

urday a month to get out 

into the community and give 

back.  This group is called 

“5:16”, after this verse in 

Matthew.  We began this 

effort in December by going 

to help with the Habitat for 

Humanity house that is be-

ing built in Canton.  With 

only 6 days notice, we had 8 

people from Orange show up 

to work on Saturday to put 

concrete siding on the house.  

In January, we went back to  

    5:16                                                           
 Tom Schwab                                                                                                                              

 Phone:  770-720-8827                                                                                                                

 Email:  tschwab@cdgroup.com 

the Habitat house and built 

a front porch, fencing, and 

also graded and leveled the 

ground. (o.k., so we also 

played around in the mud a 

lot!)  We had a little more 

notice on this one so we had 

15 people show up to help! 

This group was not just 

youth and United Method-

ist Men. The group con-

sisted of youth, men and 

women of all ages that 

came together giving up 

their Saturdays to be about 

the work that we are all 

called to do. 

Moving forward, we will 

continue to get together 

once a month for 5:16.   The 

dates will vary, so please 

check the website.  We may 

be helping with the Habitat 

House some, but we will be 

involved in many other pro-

jects and helping in other 

ways.  We have some ideas 

on what we can do, but we 

need your help.  If you 

know of someone in the 

church family or in the 

Want to know about it. 

Maybe someone needs 

help cutting up a fallen 

tree and does not have the 

means to do it.  

Please visit the Orange 

UMC website at 

www.orangeumc.org. and 

click on Ministries \ Ser-

vice Projects, and you will 

see a description of what 

we are about, and a form 

on the bottom that will 

allow you to easily submit 

your service projects to us 

or you can also contact me.  

We as brothers and sisters 

in Christ are called to be 

there for each other and to 

be there for those in our 

community  that need 

help. “…inasmuch as you 

didn’t do it to one of the 

least of these, you didn’t 

do it to me.”  Matthew 

25:45b.     

Please help us by being a 

part of the team, or by let-

ting us know about  those 

in need.    

Outreach Project - 5:16 

Remember                            

to Spring Forward!   

Daylight Savings Time    

Begins March 8, 2009 

Outreach / Missions  
              Ed McDonald, Outreach Coordinator          

            Phone:  770-720-6089     

 Email:  edmacmo@gmail.com 

Meals on Wheels regularly serves about 65 tasty meals every month in this ministry.  

If you know someone who would benefit, please contact Liz Lathem at 770-887-4292.  

They also serve people who might only need temporary help, such as people recovering 

at home from the hospital, or someone who might have lost their job.  They deliver a 

couple of meals to some individuals who might benefit due to their difficulty in making 

meals.  Liz noted they lost 3 drivers, but was very thankful that 3 others immediately 

stepped up and picked up these routes.   

        (continued on page 3)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music News 
 Joy Turner, Music Director                                                                                                                                                                      

 Phone:  770-889-1278                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Email:  joychoirdirector@bellsouth.net 

Youth News       
    Graham Arp, Director           

            Phone: 770-894-1979    

            Email:  gram4 jesus@yahoo.com 

            Website:  www.orangeyouth.org 

Holt International, an organization dedicated to caring for 

orphans and getting them adopted.  We also heard several 

great bands, a motivational speaker, and it ended with the 

high energy of tobymac and the Diverse City bands.  We 

had a blast!  

 

Spiritual Life Retreat at Camp Glisson  The theme for 

2009 is “Walk the Line” with a focus on Proverbs 3:5-6 

which says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 

not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowl-

edge Him, and He will make your paths straight.”  We are 

taking a group of about 20 (6-th-12th graders and adults).  

We look forward to a weekend of games, wonderful scenery, 

praise music, and a powerful speaker.  Please be in prayer 

for us as this always turns out to be an impact weekend for 

everyone. 

 

               PAGE 2  THE ORANGE BRANCH MARCH 2009 

Fun Tuesdays  Fun Tuesdays are taking the place of 

Small Groups.  This will be a weekly event that will take 

place every Tuesday from 7-8 pm.  We will be playing board 

games, watching movies, eating desserts, and, as it warms 

up outdoor activities.  Fun Tuesdays will be open to all 

youth (Jr. and Sr. High), so come and hang out! 

 

Souper Bowl Results  Thanks to all who gave during our 

collection on Super Bowl Sunday.  We gathered a total of 

$430.01!  We were part of over 11,000 groups who combined 

and collected over $9 million dollars to go towards hunger 

relief.  The proceeds that we collected has been given to 

Mother’s Cupboard food pantry at Macedonia UMC.  

 

Return from WinterJam ‘09  The youth of Orange UMC 

enjoyed a wonderful concert on Sunday night, February 8.  

We joined other groups to fill the Arena  at Gwinnett Cen-

ter with people anxious to worship God.  During the night, 

we heard from former orphans who are now affiliated with  

Choirs from Orange, New Harmony, and Hightower will per-

form and everyone is invited. 

We would like to get our hand bell choir ringing again.  If 

you are interested, please contact me by telephone or e-mail. 

The Adult Choir practices every Tuesday evening at Orange 

from 7-8 pm in the Music Room.  Please think about adding 

your voice to the choir.  We would love to have you join us.  

On February 1, the youth band, Prodigal Son, performed 

at both the 8:45 am and 11:00 am services.  They did a 

great job!  We look forward to hearing them again. 

The Kids Choir will sing on March 1 at the 11:00 am ser-

vice.  I am sure this will be a real treat! 

The first community singing for 2009 will be hosted by 

Hightower Baptist Church on March 29 at 7:00 pm.   

Necessities of life include food, shelter 

and clothing. However, many people 

around the world lack these basic neces-

sities. The One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering makes those necessities a real-

ity by sharing the goodness of life with        

those who hurt. 

When a catastrophe occurs, your offerings to One Great of 

Sharing enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) to reach out and ease the pain and suffering by 

providing humanitarian aid of food, shelter, health and 

peace. 

By giving to One Great Hour of Sharing, you enable UMCOR to 

keep the promise that 100 percent of designated gifts go to the 

specific causes. Unlike other mission programs, UMCOR re-

ceives no World Service or other apportionment money. This is 

why your faithful support of the One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering is crucial. 

God calls us to be the hands, heart and hope of the church for 

people who are suffering. Through the One Great Hour of Shar-

ing, we enable the church to answer that call.  Be there.  Be 

hope.  We will receive this offering on March 22, 2009.  Continue 

to share God’s love by giving to One Great Hour of Sharing.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women 
 Jamie Hogue, President    

     Phone:  770-887-9616                                       

     Email:  jamiebug@gmail.com 

UMW meetings have changed from the first Monday of the month 

to the last Monday of the month.  The next meeting will take place 

on  March 30.  We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 pm with 

refreshments and fellowship and begin our meeting at 7 pm.  All la-

dies are invited to come.  Childcare will be available for ages infant 

to 4 yeas by reservation only.  Reservations must be made by calling 

Jamie Hogue at 770-887-9616. 

As you have probably heard and read, Tom Schwab is using 

Matthew 5:16 as the theme for our mission to the community.  In 

January, a team worked on a Habitat for Humanity home in Canton.  

In February, work is being planned to repair and correct some struc-

ture problems at “My House”, the home for fragile children.   

I will be sending e-mails and placing announcements in the church 

bulletin for this March project. 

United Methodist Men 
 Bob Koenig, President       

     Phone: 770-781-6651 

     Email:  koenig2681@juno.com 

Will Tyner   4 

Rita Vice   4 

Rachel Allen   5 

Brooke Holloway  5 

Annette Martin  6 

Rachel Turner   6 

Robbie Escher   10 

Brad Jackson   10 

Paula Smith   11 

Kemper Bramblett  12 

Diane Lathem   12 

Martha Westray  12 

Lisa Pendleton   16 

David Shelley   17 

Travis Smithwick  19 

Casey Cannon   20 

Logan Lively   22 

Bill White   24 

Brian Lough   25 

Alma Turner   26 

Ben Bramblett   28 

Amanda Schwab  29 

Jennifer Smithwick  29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 1-First Sunday in Lent-Sermon:  “The Way of the Cross:  

Acceptance”-Scripture:  Mark 1:9-15.  Communion 

March 8-Second Sunday in Lent-Sermon:  “The Way of the Cross:  

Suffering”-Scripture:  Mark 8:31-38. 

March 15-Third Sunday in Lent-Sermon:  “The Way of the Cross:  

Contradiction”-Scripture:  John 2:13-22. 

March 22-Fourth Sunday in Lent-Sermon:  “The Way of the Cross:  

Life”-Scripture:  John 3:14-21.  

March 29-Fifth Sunday in Lent-Sermon:  “The Way of the Cross:  

Obedience”-Scripture:  Hebrews 5:5-10. 

        Sundays in March 

Please notify the church office if 

your birth date is incorrect or not 

listed. 

Children’s Ministry                                      
 Jennifer Smithwick, Director                                                           

 Phone:  770-735-1083                                                                           

 Email:  travnjenny@tds.net                                          

Our Easter Egg Hunt will be on April 11 at 11 am.  We will 

serve hot dogs and chips.  Everyone is encouraged to come. 

During the month of March we will be collecting candy to put into 

the plastic eggs that we recycled from last year.  You will be able 

to drop off the candy in a plastic container located in the children’s 

entrance and in the vestibule. 



 

 

Stewardship       
      Paula Smith, Chair 
           Phone:  770-889-8964  

              Email:  paulajsmith@bellsouth.net  

 

(continued from page 1) 

Mother’s Cupboard tried handing out food after a 

Sunday worship service at Macedonia, resulting in 

only providing 16 boxes then (and 16 additional 

boxes at other time for a total of 32 boxes for Febru-

ary).  We are reverting back to the normal time of 5 

pm the first Tuesday of the month for now.  As this 

newsletter goes to press, we’re preparing for the 

first Tuesday in March and are so thankful for your 

support—”magically” the narthex cupboard is 

nearly full again!  

Thank you for your Souper Bowl donations of 

$430.01, and also a big thanks to the youth for col-

lecting this offering and donating it to Mother’s  

Outreach / Missions  
              Ed McDonald, Outreach Coordinator       
            Phone:  770-720-6089     

 Email:  edmacmo@gmail.com                   
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Through our newsletter each month, we plan to share with you an update on our church finances.  We be-

lieve this is information that you would like to know and important information for you to have. 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see, our giving continues to be somewhat less than the amount needed to fund the ministries 

supported in our 2009 budget.  I know that we all share a common desire for our ministries of evangelism, 

education and mission to continue to be adequately funded and continue as viable and effective programs in 

our service to God. 

As we shared in last month’s newsletter, our Finance Committee is discussing various creative ideas for 

projects/activities to be used to increase financial support for our ministries.  As we move forward with 

plans for any of the special projects/activities, we will certainly share those with you.  We know that many 

of you will have ideas as well, and we ask that you please share those with us by e-mailing Pastor Max at 

max@orangeumc.org.  Thanks in advance for sharing your ideas. 

We know all of us understand the difficult economic times we face.  Our committee will continue to work 

diligently to identify and implement creative ideas to grow our financial support so that Orange can con-

tinue to provide our important ministries to our local community and our greater global community in our 

service to God.  Please continue to pray for our church and its involvement in Christ’s ministries, those in 

our midst who have lost or may lose their jobs, our economy, our church leasers, and our committee. 

May God bless us all as we see to serve Him and do His will. 

                                                                                      

Cupboard.  Over $9.3 million dollars were collected na-

tionwide in this year’s “Souper Bowl of Caring” - all of it 

going to local charities. 

Society of Saint Andrew. The latest newsletter from 

SOSA is posted in the narthex.  Please take a couple of 

minutes and browse it—this is an amazing ministry.  

The gleaning- based hunger ministry salvaged 23.5 mil-

lion pounds of produce and donated it to feed the hun-

gry, yielding over 70.5 million servings! 

 

2009 Budget     $238,484.00 

Amount Needed Monthly to Meet Budget   19,874.00 

January Giving  15,384.50 

February Giving                                                          16,522.00  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  1st Sunday in Lent 

Worship 8:45 & 11am(S) 

Sunday School-10am 

Children’s Music-10am(MR) 

Youth-5-7pm(FH) 

 

2 

 

 

BOT-7pm (MR) 

3 

Fun Tuesday-Jr/Sr High-7-

8pm (YR) 

Choir Practice-7-8pm(MR) 

BS-7-9pm (FH) 

4 

 

 

SPRC-7pm (CO) 

5 

GS Leaders Meeting- 

7-9pm (FH) 

6 7 

8   2nd Sunday in Lent 

Girl Scout Sunday 

Daylight Saving Time begins 

Worship 8:45 & 11am(S) 

Sunday School-10am 

Children’s Music-10am(MR) 

Youth-5-7pm(FH) 

Book Study Group-5-6pm(CO)  

9 

Meals on Wheels - 

 reserved all day (FH) 

 

GS-6-7:45pm(SS)

[McPherson] 

 

10 

Meals on Wheels-8-2pm 

(FH) 

Fun Tuesday-Jr/Sr High-7-

8pm (YR) 

Choir Practice-7-8pm(MR) 

BS-7-9pm (FH) 

11 

 

 

 

Finance Committee Mtg. 

7:30pm (CO) 

12 

 

 

 

Financial Seminar-7pm

(FH) 

 

13 

Spiritual Life Retreat—

Camp Glisson 

14 

Camp Glisson 

 

 

1-5pm (FH) Reserved  

15  3rd Sunday in Lent 

Worship 8:45 & 11am(S) 

Sunday School-10am 

Children’s Music-10am(MR) 

Youth-5-7pm(FH) 

Camp Glisson 

BS-4-5:30pm(SS)[Scott] 

Book Study Group-5-6pm(CO) 

16 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

 

17 St. Patrick’s Day 

 

Fun Tuesday-Jr/Sr High-7-

8pm (YR) 

Choir Practice-7-8pm(MR) 

BS-7-9pm (FH) 

 

18 

 

 

 

Church Council-7:30pm 

(CO) 

19 20 Spring Begins 

 

 

BS-(FH)reserved in the 

evening for campout 

21 

BS-Reserved all day 

(FH)[Bruce] 

22  4th Sunday in Lent 

Worship 8:45 & 11am(S) 

Sunday School-10am 

Children’s Music-10am(MR) 

Youth-5-7pm(FH) 

Book Study Group-5-6pm(CO) 

23 

Nom. & Leadership- 7pm

(CO) 

GS-6-7:45pm (FH)

[McPherson] 

24 

Fun Tuesday-Jr/Sr High-7-

8pm (YR) 

Choir Practice-7-8pm(MR) 

BS-7-9pm (FH) 

25 

 

 

Senior’s Bingo-11:30am 

(FH) 

26 27 28 

29  5th Sunday in Lent 

Worship 8:45 & 11am(S) 

Sunday School-10am 

Children’s Music-10am(MR) 

Youth-5-7pm(FH) 

Hightower Community Singing 

BS-4-5:30pm(SS)[Scott] 

Book Study Group-5-6pm(CO) 

30 

 

 

 

 

UMW-6:30-8:30pm (FH) 

31 

Fun Tuesday-Jr/Sr High-7-

8pm (YR) 

Choir Practice-7-8pm(MR) 

BS-7-9pm (FH) 
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Phone:  770-886-9662    Fax:  770-886-9234   
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Area; LLCO= Lower Level of Church Office;  BS=Boy Scouts; GS=Girl 

Scouts 
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         March Announcements 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

Transformation of the World. 

Visit Us on the Web: 

www.orangeumc.org 
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Orange United Methodist Church 

220 Orange Church Circle 

Canton, GA 30115 

   

(770) 886-9662  -  (770) 886-9234 - Fax 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Prayer Request E-mail: 

prayer@orangeumc.org 

April newsletter deadline is 

March 15.   E-mail to: 

orangeumc@orangeumc.org 

Confirmation 

If you are 6th grade or above and have never joined the 

church, you are invited to join Pastor Max for confirmation 

classes, beginning March 1 during the Sunday school hour, in 

the Church office (reception area).  Confirmation is a time to 

explore our relationship with Jesus, our understanding about 

what it means to be a part of the church, and some of the key 

beliefs we hold as Christians.  If you plan to attend, please 

call the church office (770-886-9662) and give us your name. 

Group Study on The Shack 

If you've read it, you know what all the fuss is about.  If you 

haven't, you may be curious.  The Shack, written by William 

P. Young, explores the life of Mack, a man who is doing his 

 Orange United Methodist 

Church  Office Hours:        

Monday-Friday 9am-2pm 

Youth Website:             

www.orangeyouth.org 

best to cope with a devastating loss when he receives an 

invitation to spend the weekend with God.  Young uses 

Mack’s weekend with God to explore our relationship with 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  It’s 

an incredible book that has been on the New York Times 

bestseller list for 38 weeks and has millions of people 

claiming it has changed their lives. 

We’re putting together a study group to discuss the book.  

We’ll use our time to share our reactions to the book and 

try to understand its meaning for our lives.  Interested?  

Contact Kristen Vincent at 678-965-5369 or mkmvin-

cent@bellsouth.net.  The group will meet on Sundays from 

5-6 pm beginning March 8. 

Three Great Goals of Financial Security                      

A seminar with Paul Kindzia (CPA, CFP) 

Paul Kindzia is a Certified Financial Planner, and will be at 

OUMC on Thursday, March 12 at 7 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall to discuss 1) how to eliminate debt 2) how to set up an 

emergency fund, and 3) how to structure your finances for 

the future.  Please call the church office to register, light 

refreshments will be provided. 


